
UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS
23rd April 2024



Choosing courses
• Nearly 400 institutions offer over 50,000 

different courses (according to UCAS)

• Only the USA has more choice for 
undergraduates 



Therefore…
•Researching all the options available and 
making an informed choice is vital.  In 
surveys, current university students say 
their number one piece of advice for new 
students is to do more research



Because…
On average, 1 in 10 UK undergraduates 
will drop out of university before their 
second year of study. 

But in some institutions, that figure is as 
high as 1 in 4.



Choosing Courses
• If you want to study Business, you can do this at most universities in the country

• Some courses will have far fewer options, e.g. Burmese or Veterinary Science

• You need to be using the Unifrog tool and UCAS Hub to search courses you 
could study

• UCAS – courses starting September 2025 will be updated on 30th April (at the 
moment you are searching courses starting September 2024). You can search 
through your UCAS Hub or here 
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/results/courses?studyYear=2024&destina
tion=Undergraduate&postcodeDistanceSystem=imperial&pageNumber=1&sort=
MostRelevant&clearingPreference=None

• Unifrog – go to the University tool from your homepage

https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/results/courses?studyYear=2024&destination=Undergraduate&postcodeDistanceSystem=imperial&pageNumber=1&sort=MostRelevant&clearingPreference=None
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/results/courses?studyYear=2024&destination=Undergraduate&postcodeDistanceSystem=imperial&pageNumber=1&sort=MostRelevant&clearingPreference=None
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/results/courses?studyYear=2024&destination=Undergraduate&postcodeDistanceSystem=imperial&pageNumber=1&sort=MostRelevant&clearingPreference=None


Choosing Universities
What is important to you?

•City centre location? (Bristol)

•Campus location – often away from the city? (Keele)

•Near good sports facilities?

•Close to home or far away?

•Near a train or bus station?

• London?



Choosing Universities
University websites have lots of information about location 
and sell the city or campus through identifying the 
positives.

BUT…

the only way you can really tell if you like a 
place is by visiting it.  And sometimes, you 
don’t react in the way you’d expect.



Organising An Open Day Visit
1. Firstly, you need to find out when they are.

You can do this through:

• Opendays.com – click on their calendar

• The universities’ own websites

• UCAS





Organising An Open Day Visit
2. Secondly, you need to work out if/when you can go.

• Your exams are the weeks beginning Monday 17th June and Monday 24th 
June

• You need to book Saturdays – you don’t want to be missing school
• If you normally work on a Saturday, you need to book time off in advance
• If you really have no other option other than a weekday, you need to 

request permission from Mr Williams and your teachers and fill in a form 
(from Mrs Flannery)

• You also need to consider how you are going to get there before booking.  
Train?  With parents/carers?  With someone else?  Bus?  Take a friend?

• Will you have to stay overnight before?  Scottish universities and Exeter are 
a long way away and it may not be practical to drive down on the morning 
of the open day



Organising An Open Day Visit
3. Thirdly, you need to book.

• Some universities use Eventbrite and some use their own systems

• Some won’t let you book straight away as booking isn’t yet open.  So, you 
register your interest and they will send you an email when booking is 
open.  Use your personal/home email address and not your school one.  
Once that email comes through, be quick as places for some courses are 
limited and fill up quite quickly

• You normally book on for a subject area of interest.  If you haven’t yet 
decided between subjects, you should be able to book for more than one

• Make sure you book spaces for others going with you



Making The Most Of Open Days
In order to make the most of an open day it is 
essential to plan in advance; open days are typically 
very busy and there won’t be time to see and do 
absolutely everything

Take pictures and make notes; after Open Day 5, these 
will help you remember Open Day 1 



Making The Most Of Open Days
Get there on time!

Many open days start at 9am and last until 4 or 
5pm.  Leave time to find parking.

Make sure your travel arrangements will enable 
you to experience the whole day.  Otherwise, why 
bother going all that way?



Making The Most Of Open Days
Areas to visit:
▪General Introduction to the University – Welcome Talk 
▪ Subject specific talks – very important!
▪ Finance
▪Accommodation – make sure you visit accommodation as 

well as listening to talks. How many students in a flat? Cost?
▪Parent talks

Also: 
▪Personal Statement 
▪ Student Life



• L                                                                                           Lots of current 

• student helpers 

• will be

• around to direct

• you if you get

• lost



Timetable





These are extras to 
the subject talks and 
well worth a visit; 
often these are 
situated in a central 
location like a big 
entrance hall so you 
can walk through on 
your way to another 
venue.





Plan Of The Day



Making The Most Of Open Days
So, you need to:

• Organise, book and plan well in advance.  You need to complete a form to request permission to 
miss a school day and Mr Williams is the only person who can grant your request

• Track your open days using the Unifrog Interactions tool

• June and July are going to be very busy for you.  You may need to attend some open days in the 
autumn

• Once there, speak to as many lecturers and current students as you can.  Remember, though, that 
they are all trying to sell the university to you!

• Visit as much accommodation as you can

• Be flexible – remember it’s normal for your opinions to change

• Make notes and take photos as you will forget after seeing a few new places

• Start to compare universities.  Draw up a table of pros and cons?

• Ring the university afterwards if you have any further queries.



Remember…
• Gaining a place at university is increasingly competitive.  For your year group, there are 

more 18 year-olds than ever before so more people competing for the same number of 
places

• Going to university will cost you (and probably your parents) a lot of money in the long-
run but is likely to increase your earning potential

• You don’t want to be stuck somewhere for three years without having visited the place 
first!

• Find out about year in industry/employment in Year 3.  This will make you more 
employable when you finish as you will have workplace experience.  This applies no 
matter which course you are applying for – not just science or business.



ANY QUESTIONS?

Get booking ☺
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