Accelerated
Reader:
Choosing the
Right Book

What is a ZPD?
• Choosing the right book to read is important for our Accelerated
Reader programme. We test children at school on their
comprehension and their score corresponds to a range of decimals.
Those decimals become their ‘ZPD’ and they choose books within
that ZPD.

Here’s an example:
Student Name: Joe Wicks ZPD: 3.8 - 4.9

Joe would be able to read any book within the ZPD decimal range. That
range would be:
● 3.8
● 3.9
● 4.0
● 4.1
● 4.2
● 4.3
● 4.4
● 4.5
● 4.6
● 4.7
● 4.8
● 4.9

• If Joe read a book at 3.8, that book would be easier for him than a
book at 4.7. Students should be reading books at the lower end of
their ZPD to build up their confidence with the system, followed by
books at the higher end of their ZPD when they are trying to stretch
and challenge themselves. If a student keeps getting 80% or less in
quizzes, they need to choose books that are lower in their ZPD.

How do I know which books are right for my
child’s ZPD?
• You will need to request your child’s ZPD from your teacher if they
don’t already have it recorded in their planner.
• Let’s stick with Joe’s example of 3.8 - 4.9 for now.
1. Log into the AR Bookfinder as a parent.

• 2. Change the view from ‘Quick Search’ to ‘Advanced Search’. Choose
‘Interest Level’ to Middle Years and input your personal ZPD range.
You can leave the other fields blank. Click ‘Search’.

• A huge selection of books will come up. This is ideal if you wanted to
treat your child to any new books but isn’t helpful if you want to see
which of your current books at home or on E Platform (WHS digital
library) are the right ‘level’.
• To do this, you will need to:
1. Log into the AR Bookfinder as a parent.
2. Type the name of a book you have at home (or have borrowed) into
the ‘Quick Search’ toolbar.

3. I have used ‘Gangsta Granny’ as an example. You can see that this is
‘MY’ - this means that the content of the book is appropriate for the
middle years. Next to this you will see the ‘BL’ which stands for book
level. Hopefully, this will match to one of the ZPD decimal points that
you have been given. I can see that ‘Gangsta Granny’ is 4.9 which
matches one of Joe’s ZPD points. This means that this book is just right
for him to read.

Choosing an e-book or audio book from E Platform is a great
way to access new titles during lockdown.
Students can access the resource here:
https://wilmslowhigh.fireflycloud.net/read-more/eplatformebooks-and-audio-books

